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Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a great privilege for me, as President of the Cotswold Line 
Promotion Group, to be here at the formal opening of this marvellous 
new waiting and meeting room here at Moreton-in-Marsh. 

I am particularly delighted that we have Diana Barr and Jackie Jessop 
with us today.  As many of you know, Diana is Oliver Lovell’s sister and 
Jackie is John Stanley’s sister.  This is an occasion for us to honour the 
memory of these two great stalwarts of the CLPG, and create a 
permanent memorial to both of them.   

John worked tirelessly for the group over many years, as membership 
secretary, newsletter editor, and charter trains’ organiser. 

Oliver’s association with the CLPG went right back to the very beginning 
– to the group’s foundation on 11 March 1978 in the WI Hall just up the 
road from here.  He was the first chairman, later vice-chairman, 
newsletter editor, and lastly promotions officer. 

When Oliver first came here in 1975, there were just seven trains a day 
to London, and the last services from London and Worcester were far 
too early for anyone to have an evening out in either city.   

But it was to get worse in the late ‘70s, and there were genuine fears 
that the through services would be lost altogether, and plans were drawn 
up to close the line between Moreton and Evesham. 
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It was to fight all that and save the line that the CLPG came into being, 
and Oliver was at the heart of that campaign. 

Oliver not only helped to save the Cotswold Line, but he played big part 
in saving the route between Settle and Carlisle too, which was finally 
reprieved in 1989.  That was a crucial decision which turned the tide 
against future closures and started the recovery of the railway. 

Both Oliver and John left substantial sums to the CLPG in their wills, and 
that money was matched with other donations to enable this building to 
go ahead including, as we have heard from Paul Delaney, a very large 
sum from GWR’s Customer Community Improvement Fund, and one 
from the CLPG itself. 

Ladies and gentlemen, these are exciting times for Britain’s railways 
generally, and for the North Cotswold Line in particular.  We look forward 
to the new timetable in December, with faster journey times and more 
frequent services.   

And as some of you know, I chair the North Cotswold Line Task Force 
which was set up to make the case for the investment in the route to 
provide for two trains an hour to London.  We hugely appreciate the 
support of Gloucestershire County Council and the other local authorities 
on the route, the local enterprise partnerships, GWR and Network Rail, 
the CLPG, and of course our Members of Parliament who stand 
alongside me on an entirely cross-party basis in making the case for our 
railway in Westminster. 

This waiting and meeting room is a fine memorial for Oliver Lovell and 
John Stanley.  I hope the new railway service on the Cotswold Line we 
are all working to create will also be another great part of their legacy. 

 

 


