
Ladies and gentlemen, I am delighted to have been asked to say a few 

words at the launch of the new Green Guide.  I have been involved in 

the work of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority in one way or another 

for almost the entire time that it has existed - in both its present form and 

as the Football Licensing Authority before that. 

The FLA was set up under the Football Spectators Act 1989, originally to 

oversee the introduction of a compulsory membership scheme, which at 

the time was seen by Margaret Thatcher as the best way to respond to 

the many incidences of football crowd violence in the 1980s.  However, 

before the Act could be implemented, almost 100 people lost their lives 

at an FA Cup semi-final match on 15 April 1989 at Hillsborough. A major 

public inquiry was then conducted by Lord Justice Taylor, which reported 

that the scale of the disaster might have been even worse had a 

compulsory membership scheme been in force. That section of the Act 

was then shelved and has not reappeared since. 

Instead, Lord Justice Taylor’s principal recommendation was that the 

grounds of Britain’s professional football clubs should eliminate standing 

and become all-seated. The one variation was to exempt clubs in the 

lower two divisions of the Football League from the requirement to go 

all-seated.  

The Football Licensing Authority was given the responsibility of licensing 

grounds and helping to ensure spectator safety.  

My involvement then was as deputy chair of the Football Trust which in 

the 1980s and ‘90s was the only grant-giving body able to assist football 

clubs with their ground safety and improvement work, long before the 

fabulous riches of the Premier League appeared on the scene.   



It was at that time that the FLA became the author of the world’s leading 

sports safety publication: the Green Guide. Its expertise is valued and 

respected nationally and internationally. No other country has an 

organisation quite like the FLA, which in 2011 became the Sports 

Grounds Safety Authority. I had the privilege of piloting through the 

House of Lords the bill which made that change, and also widened its 

remit to allow it to cover other sports such as rugby and cricket across 

the world, and to charge for its advisory services.    

The majority of football spectators who attend matches are unaware of 

the outstanding work of the SGSA behind the scenes to help ensure that 

their experience is safe, comfortable and secure, and the SGSA works 

hard to ensure that this experience should be available to all spectators, 

regardless of age, gender, ethnic origin, disability or, indeed, the team 

that they support. 

When talking about disability, ladies and gentlemen. I am proud to 

declare that I am a vice-president of the wonderful charity “Level Playing 

Field”, and on a mission to ensure that all football clubs do their duty by 

their disabled supporters.  I hope that we shall be able to work with the 

Sports Grounds Safety Authority to ensure that this comes about.  In the 

21st century there can be no excuses for clubs which fail to carry out 

their responsibilities under the equalities legislation. 

Meanwhile, many congratulations to the SGSA for publishing the sixth 

edition of the Green Guide, and all power to your elbow in getting it 

accepted. 

 


